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Lisle Alderton | Collegian 

Receiver Aubrey Quarles (89) is upended by an Oklahoma State defender while Carson Coffman (14) tries to block against the Cowboys on Oct. 
30. Quarles, Coffman and the Wildcats will lookfor their seventh win of the season Saturday in Boulder, Colo. 

K- State heads to mountains for last Big 12 game 



Ashley Dunkak 
sports editor 

This weekend, the 
Wildcats play their last 
Big 12 Conference foot- 
ball game of the season as 
they take on Colorado in 
Boulder, for perhaps the 
last time, since the Buffa- 
loes are leaving the Big 12. 
Both teams have questions 
going into the game, and 
those questions revolve 
around the quarterback 
position. 

As far as the Buffaloes, 
redshirt freshman quar- 
terback Cody Hawkins is 
the son of head coach Dan 
Hawkins, whom Colorado 
recently fired after the 
team lost a dramatic game 
to KU after the Jayhawks 
scored 35 unanswered 
points in the fourth quar- 
ter. 

Despite the havoc of 
losing a coach midseason, 
the Buffaloes bounced 
back with a win against 
Iowa State. K-State play- 
ers such as linebacker 
Jarett Wright and defen- 
sive end Antonio Felder, 
both seniors, agreed the 
situation of losing a coach 
probably makes Colorado 
more dangerous than ever. 
Felder said the Wildcats 
have to prepare for the 
Buffaloes as if they are a 
top-25 opponent. 

K-State head coach Bill 
Snyder said the firing of 
Hawkins had to be hard on 
his son, but that it could 
also have motivated him. 




Matt Binter | Collegian 

Quarterback Collin Klein has rushed for 268 yards and a 
pair of touchdowns in his last two games. 



"I think it's awfully dif- 
ficult, and I admire him 
for having the kind of per- 
formance under the cir- 
cumstance," Snyder said. 
"I'm sure it was hard for 
him, but I'm sure it pro- 
vided a great deal of moti- 
vation for him as well." 

In general, Snyder had 
nothing but praise for the 



younger Hawkins, calling 
him very competitive, a 
quality leader and a "gym 
rat" type of guy. 

"He's been around it 
his entire life," Snyder 
said. "He has the capac- 
ity to manage a ballgame 
quite well because of his 
knowledge of the system. 
He throws the ball well. He 



threw for nearly 300 yards 
against Iowa State. His 
numbers are going to put 
him as the leader passer 
in Colorado history. So he 
certainly has that capabil- 
ity." 

The K-State defense 
will have to be on its toes 
because Snyder also said 
Hawkins is a good scram- 
bler who makes some big 
plays off his scrambling 
and can keep himself alive 
and get throws off when 
he gets bounced out of the 
pocket. 

As far as the Wildcats 
and the position of quar- 
terback, the starting job 
is still up in the air. Two 
weeks ago, sophomore 
Collin Klein started, K- 
State snagged five inter- 
ceptions, and the Wild- 
cats defeated the Texas 
Longhorns in Manhat- 
tan on Senior Night. Last 
week, Snyder played both 
Klein and senior Carson 
Coffman, switching them 
throughout the game, 
and the Wildcats turned 
the ball over four times 
and lost against Missouri. 
Granted, the Longhorns 
are in a down year, while 
the Tigers are now No. 15 
in the nation. 

Snyder said both Coff- 
man and Klein graded well 
when coaches looked over 
game film of the game, 
although he did not men- 
tion specific aspects that 
earned points for either 
player. 

"I do not have a time 



limit on when we are 
going to make a decision," 
Snyder said. "But whenev- 
er it seems apparent to do 
what is best for us, we will 
make that decision." 

He did say Klein has 
improved in practice, but 
Snyder needs to see more 
in game performance, 
which is a major factor. 

"You need to be on 
the field for an extended 
period of time for that 
kind of improvement to 
become apparent," Snyder 
said. "I know the improve- 
ment is there. I have seen 
it in practice. Again, it is 
like taking the test — you 
can study great and have 
great study time, but you 
still have to take the test to 
find out if you knew what 
you thought you knew. He 
has made that kind of im- 
provement, in both prac- 
tice and in games." 

Senior defensive end 
Josh Berard said the team 
was very disappointed 
with the loss at Missouri. 
On tape, the players saw 
a lot of missed opportuni- 
ties, but Berard said they 
went back and corrected 
many of those. 

"The energy level is 
high," he said. "Any team 
that loses has to change 
something. We either have 
to pick it up in practice or 
film study so we are polic- 
ing each other so that we 
are completely focused 
when we go in there." 

Kickoff is set for 1:10 
p.m. Saturday. 



Odds and ends: Snyder talks QB battle, CU s Hawkins 



Justin Nutter 
gameday editor 

At his weekly press conference on 
Tuesday, K-State head coach Bill 
Snyder discussed a variety of topics, 
including the position battle between 
quarterbacks Collin Klein and Carson 
Coffman, as well as the play of Colo- 
rado signal-caller Cody Hawkins, 
who has had to deal with the firing 
of his father, former head coach Dan 
Hawkins. 

Q: Can you talk about what 
you liked about the perfor- 
mance of each of your quar- 
terbacks last weekend? 

A: It's kind of like in the classroom. 
When you take a test, it's a passing 
grade or a failing grade. They both 
graded out quite high, really. But that 
doesn't take away the fact that, at that 
position, we made some dramatic 
mistakes that were very, very costly. 
So there's some balance there, I guess. 

Q: Will Klein and Coffman 
continue to battle for the 
starting spot as the next game 
gets closer? 

A: I don't have a time limit on when 



we'll make the decision. I just think 
that, whenever it seems to be appar- 
ent, we'll do what we need to do. 

Q: Did Colorado look like it 
made some improvements 
in its win over Iowa State on 
Saturday? 

A: I think they were emotionally dif- 
ferent. I think schematically, that 
was an issue that I had some concern 
about. It doesn't appear that there was 
any dramatic changes schematically 
— maybe emphasis a little bit more in 
some areas than what they had been, 
but not really. I think it was just the 
emotional charge that existed. 

Q: Can you talk about the 
performance of Colorado 
quarterback Cody Hawkins? 

A: To me, Cody is a very competitive 
young guy. He's a quality leader. He 
has the capacity to manage a ballgame 
quite well because of his knowledge 
of the system and his knowledge of 
just being an athlete over an extend- 
ed period of time. His numbers are 
going to put him as the leader passer 
in Colorado history, so he certainly 
has that capability. He makes some 
big plays off his scrambling. 




Stephanie Carr | Collegian 

Head coach Bill Snyder exits the field after K-State's loss at Missouri. Snyder 
said on Tuesday that the starting quarterback spot is still up for grabs. 



Q: Do you think that Hawkins 
has responded well since his 
father was fired? 

A: I think (dealing with that situation) 



is awfully difficult, and I admire him for 
having the kind of performance under 
the circumstance. I'm sure it was hard for 
him, but I'm sure it provided a great deal 
of motivation for him as well. 



BY THE NUMBERS 

Numbers to consider 
when K-State plays the 
Buffaloes on Saturday 

1 

-Games coached by Colomdo interim 
head coach Brian Cabmi 

Cabral was put in charge of the pro- 
gram following the firing of former 
head coach Dan Hawkins on Nov. 9. In 
his first game as a head coach, Cabral 
led the Buffaloes to a 34-14 win over 
Iowa State. 



35 



-National rank of Colorado's run 
defense 

The Buffaloes are allowing fewer 
than 135 yards on the ground per 
game. K-State head coach Bill Snyder 
said the Buffaloes have traded some 
size for quickness on their front line, 
and those guys receive support from 
a solid secondary. 



21 



-National rank ofK-State's rushing 
offense 

On the legs of senior running backs 
Daniel Thomas and William Powell 
and, recently, sophomore quarter- 
back Collin Klein, the Wildcats'ground 
attack has been one of the best in the 
nation. 

1,168 

-Rushing yards by Thomas in 2010 

With his second, third and fourth ef- 
forts on what seems like every single 
carry, he is averaging 5.2 yards per 
carry. The combination of him and 
Klein proved lethal for the Longhorns, 
and it seemed like it also produced 
good chemistry in the Missouri 
game. This week, we'll see how much 
Snyder chooses to use that pairing to 
theWildcats'advantage. 

119 

-National rank ofK-State's run defense 

The Wildcats have struggled to keep 
scores down, allowing more than 
1 00 yards per game more than the 
Buffaloes have as far as yards on the 
ground. However, with the recent 
performances of freshmen Ty Zim- 
merman and Tre Walker, the unit is 
looking up as of late, and those two 
could certainly be founding members 
of a good defense in the future. 



89 



-National rank of Colorado's rushing 
offense 

The Buffaloes might not have quite 
the amount of firepower the Wildcats 
do in the rushing game, but they 
have one heck of a rusher in Rodney 
Stewart, who has more than 1,000 
yards this season, but the next on 
the list is Brian Lockridge, who has 
slightly fewer than 1 50 yards through 
this season. 

1,035 

-Rushing yards by Stewart in 2010 

This guy could pose problems for 
K-State, which has been gashed 
badly by several different rushers this 
season. While the defense seems to 
be improving of late, it will certainly 
have a test in Stewart. 



11 



-Consecutive bowl appearances under 
Snyderfrom 1993-2004 

Obviously, the coach established a 
winning tradition and built this program 
to what it is now. With six wins, a bowl 
is far from certain, but the talk has 
been that these days, there are so many 
bowls, there might not even be enough 
eligible teams. However, with so many 
Big 1 2 Conference teams as contenders, 
the Wildcats had better take care of 
Colorado and North Texas in order to seal 
the deal. 



174 



-Consecutive games in which K-State has 
scoredpoints 

This statistic may seem irrelevant at first, 
but the Wildcats own the nation's 10th- 
longest scoring streak. The last time they 
were shut out was 1 996 — the Big 1 2 
Conference's inaugural season — when 
they lost 12-0 at Colorado. Ironically, this 
season, K-State has already seen the 
coach who led the Buffs to that shutout 
win. That man was Rick Neuheisel, who 
is currently the head coach at UCLA. 

-Compiled by Ashley Dunkak 
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MATCHING UP 




VS. 




OFFENSE Lt1> 



Despite sophomore quar- 
terback Collin Kleins domi- 
nant performance against 
Texas on Nov. 6, the position 
battle is apparently still up for 
grabs. 

On Saturday at Missouri, 
head coach Bill Snyder elected 
to start senior Carson Coff- 
man, who sat out the previous 
game with a high ankle sprain. 
Coffman was ineffective from 
the get-go and was replaced by 
Klein. Once again, the native 
of Loveland, Colo., was nearly 
unstoppable in the run game, 
where he racked up 141 yards 
on 18 carries. However, despite 
leading K- State to its only two 
scores of the first half, Snyder 
continued to cycle Coffman 
into the game. 

While it's unclear who will 
be under center for K- State on 
Saturday, one thing is for cer- 
tain: the identity of the Wild- 
cats' offense changes dramati- 
cally with Klein in the game. 
His quick feet and mobility 
give K- State a second credible 
rushing threat to complement 
senior running back Daniel 
Thomas, who ran for two 
touchdowns against the Tigers. 

A 



The Wildcats may have ex- 
perienced some issues at quar- 
terback this season, but those 
problems hardly compare to 
those of the Buffaloes. 

Colorado started the season 
with junior Tyler Hansen 

— a proven threat on the 
ground and through the air 

— at quarterback, but lost the 
dual-threat athlete to a rup- 
tured spleen on Oct. 24. He 
was replaced by senior Cody 
Hawkins, who has thrown for 
1,182 yards and nine touch- 
downs this season. 

Despite having to deal with 
Hansen's injury, the Buffa- 
loes have received consistent 
production out of the back- 
field from junior running 
back Rodney Stewart. Stew- 
art eclipsed the century mark 
on Saturday, and owns 1,035 
rushing yards and eight touch- 
downs in 2010. 

The stories for both teams' 
offenses are much of the same, 
but, despite its struggles, K- 
State has been more produc- 
tive on the Stat sheet. Look for 
the Wildcats to have a slight 
offensive advantage in tomor- 
row's contest. 



SPECIAL TEAMS 



The K- State special teams 
unit suffered a huge loss when 
senior kick returner William 
Powell went down with an 
injury against Texas. Snyder 
said during Monday's press 
conference that Powell would 
not be available for the remain- 
der of the season. That leaves 
the Wildcats' return game up in 
the air. Freshman John Hubert 
handled kick return duties 
against the Tigers on Saturday, 
but seems to lack Powell's ex- 
plosiveness. 

Senior kicker Josh Cherry 
didn't really get a chance to bol- 
ster his stats last weekend, as he 
never attempted a field goal. He 
did connect on all four of his 
extra point attempts, but that's 
all the action he saw in the con- 
test. Sophomore punter Ryan 
Doerr seems to have recovered 
from his injury against Texas, as 
he punted five times for an av- 
erage of 41.4 yards against the 
Tigers. 



The Buffaloes have not had 
anyone emerge as a leader in 
the return department, as six 
players have recorded at least 
one return. None of them have 
managed to break free for a 
touchdown, but Arthur Jaffee 
did manage to break off an 89- 
yard return earlier this season. 

Kicker Aric Goodman has 
been reliable from short and 
mid-range, as he owns a 6-of-7 
mark from inside 40 yards this 
season. However, he has been a 
Hability from longer distances. 
He's just 2-of-4 from 40-49 
yards and missed his only at- 
tempt from outside of 50. 
Punter Zach Grossnickle has 
recorded 51 punts this season 
for an average of 39.3 yards, 
including nine punts inside the 
20 -yard line. 

K- State loses a lot in Pow- 
ell's absence, but the Wildcats 
should still have a slight ad- 
vantage in the special teams 
department. 



DEFENSE 



When the Wildcats and 
Buffaloes take the field Satur- 
day, they'll do so with two of 
the Big 12's most unbalanced 
defensive units. 

For the most part, the K- 
State defense has done enough 
this season to keep opponents 
from racking up tons of points, 
but stopping the run has 
proven to be quite a challenge 
for the Wildcats' front seven, 
as they currently rank next to 
last against among all Divi- 
sion-! teams in run defense. 
That could mean bad news, as 
Colorado's offense includes a 
1,000-yard rusher in Rodney 
Stewart. 

K-State has had plenty of 
defensive problems on the 
ground this season, but it has 
been serviceable against the 
pass. That could lead to an in- 
teresting matchup, as Buffalo 
quarterback Cody Hawkins 
has thrown just three intercep- 
tions during his final collegiate 
season. The Buffaloes have 
used a fairly balanced offen- 
sive attack — particularly since 
losing Hansen — so K- State 
will need solid production 
from both facets of its defense. 



If there has ever been a 
game for Snyder to let the 
quarterbacks air the ball out, 
this appears to be it. 

The Buffaloes have been 
less than effective against the 
aerial attack this season, as 
they rank No. 112 nationally 
in pass defense. If Snyder does 
elect to go to the air, look for 
the Wildcat quarterbacks to 
go to senior receiver Aubrey 
Quarles early and often. Quar- 
ks has emerged as K- State's 
top receiving threat since the 
team lost Brodrick Smith and 
Tramaine Thompson to leg in- 
juries. 

On the other hand, the Buf- 
faloes have been fairly solid 
against the run this season, 
which could present a prob- 
lem for the Wildcats' backfield. 
That problem would seemingly 
become much more manage- 
able if Snyder elects to go with 
Klein at quarterback, but the 
weaknesses in the Buffaloes' 
secondary might give K- State's 
head coach enough reason to 
start Coffman. 

Look for Colorado to have 
the defensive advantage over 
the Wildcats' struggling unit. 



PREDICTION 



K-STATE 28 
COLORADO 14 

The Wildcats should be 
plenty hungry for a win after 
last weekend's forgettable per- 
formance in Columbia, Mo. 
Given Colorado's lackluster 
pass defense, K-State should 
have a good shot at a vic- 
tory, regardless which quar- 
terback takes the majority of 
the snaps. If Coffman gets the 
nod, expect to see him throw 
the ball early and often. If 
Snyder goes with Klein, look 
for a steady diet of running 
plays. 

The Buffaloes are coming 
off a 34-14 win over Iowa 
State, but plenty of issues still 
remain for the team, which 
is only two weeks removed 
from the firing of former head 
coach Dan Hawkins. K-State 
seemingly has the tools to 
successfully attack Colorado's 



weaknesses, and will look to 
do so frequently on both sides 
of the ball. 

Aside from playing at 
home, there is some extra mo- 
tivation for the Buffaloes, who 
will look to send their seniors 
out with a win in their final 
home game, but it would take 
a big day — particularly on 
the defensive side of the ball 
— to accomplish that goal. 

Bottom line: Colorado has 
likely spent this week pre- 
paring for two versions of K- 
State's offense: the Coffman- 
led, balanced attack and the 
Klein-led, run heavy unit. 
Regardless of which game 
plan Snyder goes with, the 
Wildcats should be able to 
leave Folsom Field with their 
seventh victory of the season. 

Look for the Wildcats to 
win, and look for them to do 
so by more than one posses- 
sion. 

-Compiled by Justin Nutter 



BIG 12 NORTH STANDINGS 



TEAM 


RECORD 


NEXT GAME 


Nebraska 


9-1 (5-1) 


at Texas A&M 


Missouri 


8-2 (4-2) 


at Iowa State 


K-State 


6-4(3-4) 


at Colorado 


Iowa State 


5-6 (3-4) 


vs. Missouri 


Colorado 


4-6(1-5) 


vs. K-State 


Kansas 


3-7(1-5) 


vs. Oklahoma State 



BIG 12 SOUTH STANDINGS 


TEAM 


RECORD 


NEXT GAME 


Oklahoma State 


9-1 (5-1) 


at Kansas 


Texas A&M 


7-3(4-2) 


vs. Nebraska 


Oklahoma 


8-2 (4-2) 


at Baylor 


Baylor 


7-4(4-3) 


vs. Oklahoma 


Texas Tech 


5-5(3-5) 


vs. Weber State 


Texas 


4-6 (2-5) 


vs. Florida Atlantic 
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YOUR NEXT 
PURCHASE 
WITH THIS AD 

EXPIRES 12/1/10 

MON WED 10:00 S:00 
THURS-FRI. 10:00-6:00 
SAT. 10:00-4:00 





. Grand Italian Buffet*. 



:ra*V 

Dinner^ 
Buffet $499 

99* Drinks 99* Bottles 
Sundays 4-8:30 pm 



Some restrictions apply. Limited time orily. 




Dine-in only. One offer per person, per visit. 
Not good with any other offer. 

3003 Anderson Ave. 785.539.6444 

Men - Sat 1 1am-9pm • Sun 1 1am-9pm • Sun Brunch 1 1am-2pm 



K-State should have 
no trouble winning 
against Buffaloes 




K-State's debacle against 
the Tigers last week was 
expected, as Missouri put 
points up early and often in 
a 38-28 win. This week, the 
Wildcats travel to Boulder, 
Colo., to take on the Buf- 
faloes, who surrendered 35 
fourth-quarter points to 
Kansas on Nov. 6. 

The Wildcats' result 
against Missouri was 
expected since the Tigers 
passing game has been stel- 
lar all season, but I ques- 
tion the thought process on 
the timing of quarterback 
substitutions by K-State 
throughout the game. 
Snyder stuck with Carson 
Coffman for most of the 
first half thinking he could 
make improvements from 
the past, and also come 
off of an injury. I feel like 
he shouldVe stuck with 
Klein after his tremendous 
performance against Texas. 
Snyder should stick with one 
quarterback the rest of the 
season instead of going to a 
two-quarterback system. It 
won't work if this contin- 
ues. 

Another problem the 
Wildcats had was fumbles. 
They turned it over three 
times on the ground and 
the defense wasn't at its best 
as usual. The defense gave 
up 440 total yards and now 
surrenders an average of 436 
yards per game, which is 
1 1th in the Big 12 just ahead 
of Texas Tech. 

A good note for K-State 
is they now have a little bit 
of a downhill slope the rest 
of the season. The Wildcats 
beat the Buffaloes 20-6 last 
season, and they shouldn't 
have much trouble repeating 
the same kind of perfor- 
mance this time around. 
Colorado has had bigger 
issues this season after firing 



its head coach Dan Hawkins 
while sitting in last place in 
the Big 12 North with a 4-6 
overall record and 1-5 in the 
conference. 

However, the Buffaloes 
did pull out a 20-point vic- 
tory against Iowa State last 
week. Quarterback Cody 
Hawkins threw for 266 yards 
and three touchdowns. He 
now has 1,182 yards and 
nine touchdowns on the 
season. 

Running back Rodney 
Stewart also will pose a 
threat for K-State, as he has 
gained over 1,000 yards on 
the ground and eight scores. 
Like Stewart, the Wildcats' 
Daniel Thomas has also 
been solid for K-State on the 
ground running for 1,168 
yards and 14 scores. 

Hopefully the Wildcats 
can have better focus this 
game and show the same 
intensity against Colorado 
that they showed against 
teams like Texas and Kansas 
this season. 

Again, the rotation of 
quarterbacks by the Wildcats 
shouldn't be a part of their 
offense. If Snyder is to choose 
one quarterback to play, 
I think he should go with 
Klein. He put up another 
100-yard performance on 
the ground, which set up two 
scores for Thomas. He is also 
a fan favorite since he has 
shown the ability to run on 
multiple occasions. 

The passing game may 
need some work, but the team 
isn't a passing offense to begin 
with anyway. Although he 
doesn't pass the best, he looks 
more confident in the pocket 
and is able to elude defenders 
before getting sacked. 

In this particular game 
against the Buffaloes, the 
offense shouldn't have any 
trouble against Colorado's 
defense. With the record it 
has, the Buffaloes have given 
up close to 400 yards a game 
with most coming through 
the air. K-State should handle 
the Buffaloes and pull out an 
easy victory. 

Tyler Scott is a senior in journalism 
and mass communications. Please 
send comments to sports@spub, 
ksu.edu. 
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SCOUTING REPORT 





Stewart, a junior, eclipsed the 
1,000-yard mark on Saturday 
against Iowa State, making him 
just the fourth rusher in the 
Big 12 to do so this season. He 
currently has 1,035 rushing yards 
and eight touchdowns in 2010, and his average of 
103.5 yards per game ranks third in the conference. 



17Toney demons 




CODY HAWKINS 

OIJAKTKKISACK #7 


IP 


Hawkins, a senior, has posted 
some solid numbers since taking 
over after fellow signal caller 
Tyler Hansen went down with a 
ruptured spleen. In seven games 


this season, Hawkins has racked 

up 1,143 passing yards and nine touchdowns to just 

three interceptions. 
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Colorado Buffaloes (4-6 Overall, 1-5 Big 12 Conference) 



STRENGTHS 

Quarterback: For the first 
seven games of the season, 
quarterback Tyler Hansen was 
a crucial part of the Colorado 
offense. Hansen, a dual threat 
option, gave the Buffaloes 
an offensive weapon on the 
ground, as well as through 
the air. However, his capabili- 
ties were neutralized when he 
suffered a ruptured spleen 
against Texas Tech on Oct. 23. 

Fortunately for Colorado 
fans, senior Cody Hawkins 
proved to be more than ca- 
pable as a replacement. 
Hawkins, who started a good 
portion of last season, has 
thrown for 1,143 yards and 
nine touchdowns, while only 
being picked off three times. 
He's not as mobile as his coun- 
terpart, but still has the ability 
to scramble and make plays 
on the run. Hawkins' pass- 
ing ability should make for an 
interesting matchup against 
a K-State pass defense that 
ranks fourth in the Big 12. 



Running back: Hawkins' suc- 
cess through the air this season 
has been made possible, in 
large part, due to the run- 
ning ability of junior tailback 
Rodney Stewart. 

Stewart posted 123 yards 
against Iowa State on Sat- 
urday. In doing so, he went 
over the 1,000-yard mark 
for the season. He's just the 
fourth back in the Big 12 to 
do so, joining K- State's Daniel 
Thomas, Oklahoma State's 
Kendall Hunter and Baylor's 
Jay Finley. He's also proven 
to be a receiving threat out of 
the backfield, as he's caught 
25 passes for 222 yards this 
season. Look for Stewart to 
cause problems up front for 
K- State, which ranks next to 
last in the nation against the 
run. 

Wide receiver: While nobody 
in the Buffaloes' receiving 
corps has really emerged as a 
go-to guy this season, Colo- 
rado still has several players 
who have proven themselves 



as reliable pass catchers. The 
charge has been led by senior 
Scotty McKnight, who leads 
the team with 43 catches for 
537 yards and five touch- 
downs. Freshman Paul Rich- 
ardson and junior Toney 
demons have also enjoyed 
solid seasons, as they have 
racked up 433 and 426 yards, 
respectively. K-State's second- 
ary should have its hands full 
tomorrow against a receiving 
unit that contains plenty of 
ample targets. 

Defensive line: Overall, the 
Buffaloes have been a mid- 
dle-of-the-road team on the 
defensive side of the ball, but 
they have performed excep- 
tionally well against the run 
in 2010. Leading a run de- 
fense that checks in at No. 35 
in the nation is sophomore 
nose tackle Will Pericak. 
Pericak has recorded 32 total 
tackles, including two behind 
the line of scrimmage, and a 
sack. Working on either side 
of Pericak are ends Curtis 



Cunningham and Josh Harti- 
gan, who have combined for 
38 tackles and five sacks this 



Linebacker: While it may not 
represent the Buffaloes' first 
line of defense, the lineback- 
ing corps has played a big role 
in the team's success against 
the run this season. Through 
10 games, all three starters 
rank near the top of the roster 
in total stops. The group has 
been led by middle linebacker 
Michael Sipili, who currently 
tops the team's stat sheet with 
76 tackles. Sipili, a senior, has 
also carded 2.5 sacks and re- 
covered a fumble. Fellow line- 
backers B.J. Beatty and Liloa 
Nobriga have combined for 59 
tackles, while Beatty leads the 
team with five sacks. 

This could make for a very 
interesting battle against K- 
State's running game, espe- 
cially if head coach Bill Snyder 
elects to give the run-heavy 
Collin Klein the starting nod 
at quarterback. 



WEAKNESSES 

Offensive line: Experience 
does not seem to be an issue 
for Colorado's starting front 
five, which includes a senior 
and three juniors, but the Buf- 
faloes' offense line has still 
had trouble containing op- 
posing defenses this season. 
Stewart has averaged over 100 
yards per game on the ground, 
but Colorado only ranks 89th 
in rushing offense as a team. 
Things haven't been much 
better when the Buffaloes go 
to the air, as the line has al- 
lowed a total of 20 sacks in 
2010. 

Tight end: Junior tight end 
Ryan Deehan currently ranks 
fourth on the Colorado roster 
in receptions with 23, but he 
has not necessarily lived up 
to the preseason expecta- 
tions that landed him on the 
Mackey Award watch list. 
His 23 receptions have only 
gone for 230 yards and he's 
only managed to reach the 



end zone once this season. K- 
State's defense has fared much 
better against the pass than it 
has against the run, so it's un- 
likely that the Buffaloes will 
air it out very often, but when 
they do, don't expect them to 
look for any big plays from 
Deehan. 

Secondary: As good as the 
Colorado defense has been 
against the run this season, 
the Buffaloes have struggled 
mightily when opponents go 
to the air. As a team, Colorado 
ranks No. 112 in the country 
in pass defense, allowing 266.5 
yards per contest. Snyder has 
yet to announce who will start 
at quarterback, but the Buffa- 
loes' defensive statistics seem 
to favor Carson Coffman, who 
has proven to be a better passer 
than his counterpart, Collin 
Klein. Either way, look for K- 
State to throw against a team 
that has not figured out how to 
stop the pass. 

-Compiled by Justin Nutter 
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DO IT ALL 

WITH A CANNONBALLI 




620-532-3675 
1005 E. Hwy. 54 
Kingman, KS 67068 
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www.cannonballengineering.com 
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yearbook 

^eVe got the stories you've got to read. 



Get your Royal Purple yearbook 
in Kedzie 103, or call 532-6555. 
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Dog-gone-it! 



relax, it's. 



Lees 



Exclusively at Carpet One Floor & Home 




The only carpet with a 

25 -YEAR 

no-exclusions stain warranty^ 



^^^^ 



If you manage to stain a Lees carpet... 
WE'LL REPLACE IT GUARANTEED! 

Financing v"^=^ 
Available 




on any new floor 



CARPET • HARDWOOD • VINYL • TILE • LAMINATE • AND MORE 



MANHATTAN CARPET ONE 

501 Ft. Riley Blvd. 
Phone 785-776-6742 
Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30 Saturday 9:00-2:00 
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THREE EASY WAYS TO SHOP. 



Financing available 



IN-STORE ONLINE IN- HOME 



LIFETIME INSTALLATION 



GUARANTEE 



'On all products. Subject to credit approval. Financing provided by CitiFinandai Retaii Services Division of Citirorp Trust 8ani(, fsb. Finance ctiarges begin to accrue at tf^e lime of purchase. No monttily payments required during ttie 
prorrotionai period. Payment of amount financed in (uli must be received prior to ttie expiration of tfie promotionai period in order for accrued finance ctiarges to be waived. Ot^enlvise, accnjed finance cliarges will be assessed to tfie 
account. Standard rate 24% APR. Default rate 26.99% APR. I\flinimijm finance ctiarge $.50. See Cardtiolder Agreement for detalis. Availabie for a iimited lime only at participating dealers. See store for detail?. Not responsibte for 
lypograptiicai errors. Not aJI products available at ail (ocatiorts. Ptiotos for demonstration purposes only, t See actual warranties at slore for details. 
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FAREWELL TOUR 

Tomorrow s trip to Boulder could be last one ever for Wildcats 




Collegian file photo 

The sun begins to set over Colorado's Folsom Field during K-State's game against the Buffaloes in 2008. With Colorado 
headed to the Pacific-1 Conference next season, tomorrow could be the Wildcats'final trip to Boulder. 



Justin Nutter 
gameday editor 

Over the summer, college football 
enthusiasts watched intently as the 
NCAA landscape nearly underwent 
a shift that would have left a handftil 
of Big 12 Conference teams, including 
K- State, searching for a home. While 



league commissioner Dan Beebe was 
able to work out a deal to keep the 
majority of the conference intact, two 
schools managed to get away from the 
conference they helped create in 1996. 

The first school to jump ship was 
Colorado, which accepted an invi- 
tation to the Pacific- 10 Conference 
on June 10. The Buffaloes seemingly 



made the switch to avoid falling into 
the same boat as the Wildcats, as Texas 
legislature was petitioning to move 
Baylor to the Pac-10 instead of Colo- 
rado, should any other schools choose 
to leave. 

With that move taking place next 
season, the Wildcats find themselves 
preparing for their final trip to Folsom 



Field for quite some time — perhaps 
the last time ever. 

On the brink of what could be 
K- State's last trip to Boulder, Colo., 
Wildcats' head coach Bill Snyder took 
a moment to reflect on some of his 
team's most memorable road games 
against the Buffaloes — particularly a 
frigid, snow-covered game on Nov. 16, 
1996, which Colorado won 12-0. 

"That's one that seems to jump out 
in my mind," Snyder said at Tuesday's 
news conference. "Maybe it's because 
we lost it and not because it was snow- 
ing. We've played in the snow before." 

Ironically, 
Snyder's most 
memorable game 
in Boulder also 
marks the last 
time the Wildcats 
failed to score 
a point. Since 
then, the team 
has scored in 174 
straight contests, 
which stands as 
the lOth-longest 
streak in the 
country. Nebras- 
ka's stretch of 186 games is the only 
longer streak in the Big 12 Conference, 
but the Huskers are also packing their 
bags at the end of this season when 
they head to the Big Ten Conference. 

Some of the Wildcats, who have 
already said one goodbye after play- 
ing Nebraska for the final time on Oct. 
7, have said they are losing more than 
just a conference rivalry with Colora- 
do's departure to the Pac-10. 

"We're ready for this game on the 
road, up in Colorado," defensive end 
Antonio Felder said. "It's pretty out 
there. I want to go out there and get 



"I've always been a very 
firiTi believer in nny deci- 
sion to conne to K-State 
over Colorado. I didn't 
expect anything less." 

Josh Berard 
Senior defensive end 



a win in a pretty stadium. I like the 
mountains. The weather and stuff 
doesn't really bother me." 

While Felder said Colorado offers 
some unique geography to the Big 12 
area, another Wildcat defender said he 
will have some extra personal incen- 
tive to win his final matchup against 
the Buffaloes. 

"I'm looking at it like every other 
game, you know, but it is big though," 
fellow defensive end Josh Berard said. 
"For me, my games are counting down, 
but I'm going to go into it like I go into 
every other game — just prepare well 
and do everything 
^^^^1 I can to help the 

team." 

Berard, a 
senior who has 
also seen time at 
linebacker, origi- 
nally committed 
to Colorado out of 
high school, but 
later decided to 
come to Manhat- 
tan after two sea- 
sons at El Camino 
Community Col- 
lege. The California native said his de- 
cision to change his commitment has 
never been one he's regretted. 

"There's always a little extra incen- 
tive when it comes to (playing Colo- 
rado). Last year, when we beat them, 
I was excited to be there. It does feel a 
little bit better. I've always been a very 
firm believer in my decision in terms 
of coming to K- State over Colorado. I 
didn't expect anything less." 

This weekend's game will not be 
televised, but fans can still watch live 
action via webcast on kstatesports.com. 
Kickoff is set for 1:10 p.m. 




K-STATE (5-3, 2-3) VS. COLORADO (4-6, 1-5) 

When: Saturday, 1:10 p.m. Where: Folsom Field (Boulder, Colo.) 
Television: None Online: twitter.com/sportscollegian 
Radio: K-State Sports Network Series: Colorado 
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beLoud, beProud, bePurple 



Recognized for offering 
you excellence. 

According to J.D. Power and Associates, our agency 
offers "An Outstanding Customer Experience." 
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East of the Wal-Mart Supercenter • 930 Hayes Drive 
www.kstaturgentcare.com 

785-565-0016 

Cash, Check or Credit Card Accepted - Accepting Most Insurances and Now Accepting Tricare 
No Appointment Needed - Avoid Expensive ER Charges 
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